
Vinny Filiano is 27 year old aspiring actor. He attended _____________ college for ______________. His 

school loans total ___________. He attended for ___________ years. He met a girl named 

_____________ in college and dated her while he was attending, but being an actor, he needed to move 

to a big city and follow his dreams.  They communicate often, but a long-distance relationship is difficult. 

Vinny has credit card debt of $8500 because he had to pay for costumes, play sets and much more to 

help his community plays out. He needs all of his work to be at the most professional level so he can add 

it to his portfolio.  He is looking for a professional company to create a paper and online portfolio so he 

can apply for jobs.  This is expensive, so he is trying to save money to do this.  He doesn’t offer to pay for 

much with his friends, because his income fluctuates while he is looking for acting jobs. 

Vinny needs to buy a car, the one he had “died” and he doesn’t have enough credit to buy one through 

a bank, so he has to set aside _______ each month to save up enough cash to buy one. 

He will have to choose a respectable car, however, because he has five speeding tickets on his record. 

His insurance is 50% higher than the average rate. He is two tickets away from losing his license. 

He rides his bike whenever possible, but otherwise has been catching a ride with his roommates. He will 

ride the bus when necessary, but the expense is something he tries to avoid. 

Vinny is living with Zerid and Derek. He found out they were moving to the same area and they all 

agreed that their expenses would be better if they lived as roommates. Vinny is the housekeeper of the 

group. He enjoys cooking and so volunteers to do this often to make up for his inability to pay all of the 

bills on time. He always does his best to get them paid and keeps notes so he can pay them all in full 

someday when he becomes the next Christian Bale. 

However, his roommate take advantage of this.  They do not clean up anything. They just expect Vinny 

to. He is getting very tired of his living situations, but cannot afford to live anywhere else.  He has to go 

outside on the deck to practice for his acting interviews and memorize lines. 



Vinny has one child, a girls who is eight.  The mother is not in the picture and he raises her by himself. 

Her name is ___________. She has had to entertain herself as Vinny is busy, but she is a good kid and he 

doesn’t have to do much to keep her happy, a good television show entertains her for hours. 

Vinny spends a lot of time at home, due to his finances. He sips on cheap wine to relax. (He actually has 

a problem – he goes through 1-2 bottles a night and tends to pass out instead of going to sleep.) He is 

very sad, but has not lost hope. 

 

  



Zerid Spiczka is a 29 year old roofer. He went to school at ________________ for ________________.  

He attended college for ______ years and his college loans total _________________. Zerid met a girl 

named _______________. He followed her to _______________________ and is still trying to date her, 

but she is distant and has asked that they live apart.  He loves her, so doesn’t want to lose her by moving 

away. He has decided to stay living with Vinny and Derek.  They also need his income to help with 

expenses. Zerid has to pay child support to a woman he was married to before ____________________. 

The boy  is 4 and named ____________.  The two girls are 6 and named ______________ and 

_______________. He loves the kids, but the mother is always in trouble. They live in Omaha Nebraska. 

________________(Mother’s name) has been arrested for shoplifting and he has had to bail her out 

multiple times.  She is a good person, just suffers from depression and cannot hold a job for longer than 

a month.  She always manages to find another job, but her work absences get her fired.  She has three 

other kids and has been married three times. Zerid pays 1/4 of his paycheck for child support.  Zerid has 

visitation rights to see his children every other weekend, so he flies home to Nebraska about once every 

two to three months to visit. 

Zerid is aspiring to own his own business. He is very busy with work and is not home during the week 

until 9:00 p.m. each night. 

  



Derek Jueden is a 24 year old Historian. He loves his job. He gets to meet the most interesting people! 

Derek owes _________ in student loans.  He attended _____________ college and received a degree in 

____________. The general age of historians is older, so he is the youngest in most of his social circles, 

but he doesn’t mind!  They are all so very knowledgeable.  

He is dating a 42 year old woman named _______________. She has money from a previous marriage. 

She has one child who is 16 years old. His name is ______________ and he dresses gothic. He dislikes. 

Derek very much. He has actually slashed the tires on Derek’s car.  _______________ (name of 

girlfriend) does not work, but is never home. She goes to social events and knows lots of people. Derek 

likes her, but is not in love.  He doesn’t want to break up with her because of the social ties she has. He 

also doesn’t want to hurt her feelings.  She is very controlling. He has met many people from the 

Historical Society and wants to continue building his contacts. 

Derek has ____________ in college loans and no credit card debt. (His girlfriend pays for most of his 

“fun” wants and needs.) Derek has a four wheeler, Surf board and more clothes than he needs. (She 

likes showing off her younger man.)  She will not let him move in with her because of her son. (Which is 

ok with Derek.) She would like to get married after her son graduates high school.  She will not pay for 

any regular expenses for him. She doesn’t think she should have to pay for his children!  Yet she just 

bought him a new stereo system for his car! 

Derek’s mother thinks he should be with the mother of his children. She thinks this would be better. 

Derek has 4 children, they all live in Nebraska. He got married at the age of 19 to a girl while in college. 

They had twins , two 5 year old girls named ______________ and ____________________.  While he 

was married to ________________ he also adopted her 7 year old boy  & 8 year old girl.  The marriage 

didn’t last, but the child support payments did. He pays ¼ of his monthly earnings to childsupport. 

  



Shelby Hochstein is a 26 year old loan officer. Shelby attended ____________________ for ____ years. 

She owes _____________ in college loans.  She moved to the city for the entertainment and 

experiences she didn’t get to have growing up in Hartington.  It is very exciting for her and she has 

promised herself she would see one attraction a week as long as she could. This includes surfing, 

swimming with dolphins, hiking, sea shell collecting, amusement parks, historical sites, museums, city 

night life, restaurants and more! She has chosen Saturdays as her touring day. She likes it when Trey 

goes with her, but changes her events by giving him a choice each week. There are days when Trey has 

to work and he cannot come with. 

Shelby loves to shop, mostly because she loves to go places and wants souvenirs from every place she 

visits. She collects them and displays them in her home. She is not much of a housekeeper because she 

is never home. Their house is very cluttered and Trey runs out of work clothes often. 

Shelby has $12,000 in credit card debt. She has been making payments but is not getting ahead very 

quickly. She also likes to go home at least every six months to visit her family.  She has started riding the 

bus because of the expense of flying. Shelby was in a car accident 2 years ago and still has trouble with 

her neck. She goes to the chiropractor every other week. 

Shelby and Trey have three children. Triplet boys named __________________ 

___________________________ and  _________________________________. They are 3 years old.  

 

  



 

Trey Morten is a 30 and a construction machinery operator. He attended ___________ college and 

owes _________. He attended for ____ years. He followed Shelby out to California. He has had good 

opportunities with work so it has been fine. He is stressed out because Shelby is never home. He has 

started smoking and now smokes a pack & a half a day.  

He eats out every day because Shelby never grocery shops and he works long late hours. He has tried to 

make his own lunch, but his buddies always end up asking if he wants to eat out on those days. The food 

just goes to waste. He has gained 25 pounds in the last 6 months. His doctor is worried about his blood 

pressure. His favorite place to eat is Wienerschnitzel where he eats corndogs by the half dozens. 

He doesn’t have any hobbies as he works all of the time. Shelby is trying to get him to be home more 

often, but the money is good. 

Trey is pretty laid back, he doesn’t clean the house and only recently learned how to wash clothes 

because his is never clean.   

Shelby and Trey have three children. Triplet boys named __________________ 

___________________________ and  _________________________________. They are 3 years old.  

  

 

  

http://www.yellowpages.com/los-angeles-ca/mip/wienerschnitzel-2997819


Shelby Eickoff is a 28 year old philosopher. She loves to think about how she could change the world. 

She acquired undergraduate degree at _______________ and  her masters degree at _______________. 

She owes _______________ in college loans.  

Shelby works at a college near her home part-time. There was not a philosophy teaching job open, but 

she wanted to get her foot in the door so she took the first job available to her.  She doesn’t make much 

money but she is happy to be closer to becoming a philosophy teacher. Shelby cannot talk about 

philosophy in front of Joe.  He is a straight forward kind of guy who doesn’t want to hear about 

possibilities but rather the facts. She doesn’t mind though, he keeps her grounded. 

Shelby shops at second hand stores and wears flowing, pretty outfits. She likes nature and loves to go on 

nature hikes and save the dolphins. She is hoping to raise their six children in a loving environment. She 

works evening hours so she can stay home with her six girls. _____________is 7, _______________ is 5, 

__________________ is 4, __________________ and _________________ are 3 and the baby 

_________________ is 1. It takes everything she has to keep the house clean and stay on task. She loves 

her girls and wouldn’t have life any different.  Shelby’s mom comes out to stay for 2 weeks each 

summer. This is vacation time for Shelby and Joe.  Shelby’s brother has talked about moving out to live 

with them.  They could use the help financially as he would agree to pay $200 a month. 

 

 

  



Joe Noecker is a 28 year old plasterer. Joe works lots of hours trying to provide for his family of 8. He 

has six girls. _____________is 7, _______________ is 5, __________________ is 4, 

__________________ and _________________ are 3 and the baby _________________ is 1. 

Joe went to school at __________________ for ____________________. He owes ______________ in 

school loans. He doesn’t mind being a plasterer. He enjoys working with his hands and he likes knowing 

he has provided for his beautiful family. Joe likes to go to the park with his girls whenever he can. His life 

revolves around his kids and his work. He likes to go home to visit his family about every 3 months 

(money doesn’t always make this possible, but his mom and dad have helped him out so they could see 

him and his family more often as well). He continues to collect guns, and enjoy hunting, but will have to 

take a break for a while with his family being so young. He has big plans someday to hunt at his leisure.  

Joe is struggling with the vehicle he has to own due to the number of kids they have. He cannot believe 

how expensive it is to live in the city. The twins are in the hospital a lot for heart conditions that cannot 

be repaired right now. Joe cannot change jobs because of the insurance that is offered to him. No other 

insurance company would take his girls with their pre-existing heart conditions. They owe $38,000 to 

the hospital and cannot leave the state until it is down to $10,000. 

Joe has $10,000 in credit card debt, most of which is from paying hospital bills. He is not sure what they 

are going to do financially, but he is happy! 

  


